 Thank you for your inquiry. 
 
BNSF seems to have begun development of their intermodal facility based on their claim that it has federal preemption and a State statutory exemption from the county’s zoning and construction permitting authority.  Several federal and state laws govern railroad development and what the County may and may not regulate. Railroad developments are mostly regulated by the federal Surface Transportation Board. To confirm, there are currently no planning and zoning applications pending under active review with the Maricopa County Planning & Development Department for BNSF.
 
The County is actively reviewing BNSF’s development and will enforce all applicable regulations where appropriate.  For example, dust-related issues at the site can be addressed by Maricopa County’s Air Quality Department. BNSF is required to take appropriate measures to prevent fugitive dust from construction activities. Concerns related to dust can be reported by calling 602-372-2703 or clicking here.
 
Additionally, the Maricopa County Flood Control District can address concerns related to designated floodplains and floodways. If activities at the site have obstructed designated floodplains or floodways, you can report this by calling 602-506-1501 or clicking here. 
BNSF maintains project information on its website, including available maps and information regarding current construction under its “Under Construction” section you may want to track.  We recognize that addressing questions and concerns can be complex, given the number of agencies that may be involved and we’ll work to get answers and/or direct you to the appropriate authority. 
Thank you,
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